383

Appendix II
A Visual Introduction to Kedarnath
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Figure II.1. Arrival into the horse area just before Kedarnath village.
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Figure II. 2. Satellite photo of Kedarnath with key. This map is produced by Google Earth in conjunction with Cnes/Spot Image. The labels and numbers are my own.
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Figure II.3. Panoramic view of Kedarnath from near Vasuki Tal. The eastward turning valley of Mahapath is visible on the middle right. 
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Figure II.4. A west-looking view from the shrine of Bhukund Bhairav to the east of the center of Kedarnath village (without the temple just to the north).
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Figure II. 5. Northwest looking view from the Bhukund Bhairav Shrine of the northern section of Kedarnath village (including the temple). Gandhi Sarovar lies unseen behind the rise of the pass between the two peaks in the middle background.
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Figure II. 6. View of Kedarnath from the north-west (near Gandhi Sarovar) looking south. 
[image: image7.jpg]



Figure II.7. View from the center of Kedarnath village looking northeast towards the Mahapath valley (indicated here by the eastern edge of the cloud bank). The top of the temple is just visible on the east.
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Figure II.8. The Kedarnath temple with the pass to Gandhi Sarovar behind and to the northwest. 
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Figure II.9. A wider angle view of the temple.
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Figure II.10. A shot of the temple in the fog and rain, garlanded for Bhatuj, from the angle favored by local photographers.
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Figure II.11. The shrine of Bhukund Bhairavnath with Bhairavnath Baba in his role as custodian of the shrine and a visiting renunciant.
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Figure II.12. The doli of Nala Devi having just visited Bhukund Bhairavnath. 
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Figure II.13. The murti of Shankara found at his traditional place of samadhi.
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Figure II.14. The recently donated crystal linga adjacent to Shankara’s older murti. 
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Figure II.15. Retas Kund from the outside. 
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Figure II.16. Walking to Retas Kund with the shrine of Bhukund Bhairavnath almost directly above.
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Figure II.17. The linga and famous bubbling pool found at Retas Kund. 
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Figure II.18. A view of (from right to left) Udak Kund, a small shop of puja materials, and the Nava Durga shrine (the small red-fronted building) from the main road of Kedarnath, looking northwest.
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Figure II.19. Hams Kund, looking southwest.
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Figure II.20. One of the two heli-pads, looking south with the path to Kedarnath in the background on the other side of the valley.
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Figure II. 21. A view of the two heli-pads from the opposite side of the valley just before the horse area, looking east. 

[image: image22.jpg]



Figure II.22. The queue stretching back to the northwest towards Bharatsevashram, signaled here by building with the red flag. The temple is to the immediate right of this view.
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Figure II.23. A view of the queue looking directly south. 
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Figure II.24. The final section of the queue during high season, looking south.
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Figure II.25. The queue for shringar arati darshan in the evening, looking southeast.
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Figure II.26. A basic puja thali, ready for a dollop of semi-solid ghi (from the jar) to be placed on to the empty space in the thali. 
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Figure II.27. Brahmakamal (Brahma-lotus).

[image: image28.jpg]



Figure II.28. Brahmakamal for sale in the bazaar.
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Figure II.29. Proofs of instant photographic portraits of yatris in the temple courtyard.
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Figure II. 30. Sitting in the temple courtyard after darshan and puja. 
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Figure II.31. In the courtyard of the Aumkareshvar temple in Ukhimath, preparing the Kedarnath doli for the opening procession.
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Figure II.32. The Kedarnath doli being adorned with flowers prior to departure on the procession.
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Figure II.33. A close-up of the murti that travels in the doli. 
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Figure II.34. The opening procession of the Kedarnath doli on the path between Gaurikund and Kedarnath.
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Figure II.35. The Kedarnath doli about to cross the Mandakini and enter into Kedarnath proper.
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Figure II.36. The Kedarnath doli proceeds through the main bazaar towards the temple.
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Figure II.37. The Kedarnath doli enters the temple courtyard at Kedarnath at the beginning of the season.
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Figure II.38. The doli of a Garhwali deity on deora in the temple courtyard.
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Figure II.39. A Garhwali deity on deora receives puja and arati in front of the temple doors.
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Figure II.40. A group of Garhwali yatris sits in the temple courtyard while their deity rests on the steps to the temple. 
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Figure II.41. The Kedarnath doli, Shankar Ling (the Virashaiva pujari in 2007), and a representative of the Samiti prepare to leave Kedarnath for the closing procession. 
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Figure II.42. The Kedarnath doli on the closing procession between Kedarnath and Gaurikund.
Further cartographic information on the Kedarnath area is available

through the Internet in two ways. First, one may view the area using Bhuvan, a browser-based program for viewing satellite imagery with cartographic overlays created and maintained by the Government of India. Use of Bhuvan is free but
requires that you install a viewer that will work in conjunction with
your browser. See the following link for a point of departure:
http://bhuvan.nrsc.gov.in/
Once the program is found the Kedarnath area can be viewed by
searching for "Kedarnath, Uttarakhand".

Second, it may be possible to order a physical map of the Kedarnath
area from the Survey of India. In particular, there is an excellent
trekking map of the Badri-Kedar region (entitled "Badari-Kedar") whose
details can be viewed here:
http://www.surveyofindia.gov.in/trekking_maps.htm
Inquiries should be addressed to the following:

Director
Map Archive &  Dissemination Centre,
Survey Of India,
Post Box No.28
Hathibarkala Estate,
DEHRADUN-248001
Uttarakhand
Telephone:- 0135-2747051-58
Fax:- 0135-2749793
E-mail:-bandpsoi@sancharnet.in

This contact information may also be found here:

http://www.surveyofindia.gov.in/Contact%20us.html
