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This	is	a	piece	for	cello	and	piano	that	channels	rhythmic	energy	as	an	
essential	part	of	the	human	spirit.	The	starting	point	for	this	composition	
was	an	Arabic	rhythm	that	I	discovered	by	a	tabla	recording	on	YouTube,	
which	I	transcribed	to	the	piano.	The	piano	essentially	acts	as	a	drum	loop	
over	which	the	cello	plays	melodies.	The	piece	is	named	Purgatory	to	
represent	the	conditions	in	which	it	was	written	(beginning	of	the	pandemic,	
when	it	felt	like	time	was	stuck	in	a	loop),	but	also	because	the	piece	came	
to	be	a	spiritual	cleansing,	both	in	the	compositional	process	and	the	resulting
	arc	of	the	music.	In	addition	to	the	religious	meaning,	an	older	adjectival
	form	of	the	word	means	having	the	quality	of	cleansing	or	purifying.	
The	percussive	and	seemingly	perpetual	piano	part	of	the	first	half	of	the	piece	
eventually	gives	way	to	a	gentler	texture	and	joyous	harmonic	ideas.
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