
Distribution Agreement 
In presenting this thesis as a partial fulfillment of the requirements for a degree from Emory University, I hereby grant to Emory University and its agents the non-exclusive license to archive, make accessible, and display my thesis in whole or in part in all forms of media, now or hereafter known, including display on the world wide web. I understand that I may select some access restrictions as part of the online submission of this thesis. I retain all ownership rights to the copyright of the thesis. I also retain the right to use in future works (such as articles or books) all or part of this thesis. 

Signature: 
_Jignesh Patel____________________

April 12, 2010______________ 

Do Students Retain Their Religious Identity in College?

By
Jignesh Patel
Dr. Sheila Tefft
Advisor
Department of Journalism
_________________________

Dr. Sheila Tefft
Adviser
_________________________

Dr. Barbara Patterson
Committee Member
_________________________

Lee Clontz
Committee Member

_____April 12, 2010______

Date

Do Students Retain Their Religious Identity in College?
By
Jignesh Patel
Dr. Sheila Tefft
Advisor
An abstract of

A thesis submitted to the Faculty of Emory College of Arts and Sciences
of Emory University in partial fulfillment

of the requirements of the degree of

Bachelor of Arts with Honors 

Department of Journalism
2010
Abstract

Do Students Retain Their Religious Identity in College?
By Jignesh Patel
New findings suggest college may not be the secularizing force it was once thought. In 1983, sociologist James Hunter declared students abandon religious beliefs and practice in college. However today, individuals who go to college are more likely to maintain their religious identity than individuals who do not. Moreover, studies indicate that not only are students religious in college, but they feel that college is the time to further their religious identity. However, one problem is professors don’t necessarily satisfy student’s desires of religious and spiritual discussion in the classroom.  
Many factors, such as the increase in religious organizations, women and African Americans in college, provide reason for the religious vibrancy in college. While students many not take part in as many religious practices during college, their identity does not necessarily decrease. Students also face many advantages to being religious in college, while also mentioning some detriments. 
This thesis focuses on students at Emory, but also provides evidence of how students across the United States are religious. 
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