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Abstract 

 

The Good, The Bad and The Ugly: The (Im)Possible Exemplum of Prévost’s 

Chevalier Des Grieux 

By Ashley M. Ellis 

 

 

This thesis analyzes the paradoxical nature of Le Chevalier Des Grieux in 

Prévost’s Manon Lescaut.  Des Grieux is an ambiguous character—un mélange des 

vertus et de vices— with conflicting actions and sentiments.  He establishes a new moral 

code—a code not defined by those around him but created exclusively by himself—in 

order to gratify his desires.  Not only is the morality of Des Grieux called into question, 

but also the idea of morality itself.  The opposing systems of values present in the novel 

demonstrate how the psychology of man changes in the 18
th

 century towards the idea of 

l’individu, a psychological revolution in comparison to the doctrine of the 17
th

 century.   

This thesis examines how the opposing sides of Des Grieux’s character develop 

and how he establishes a new sense of morality.  The main figures who influence Des 

Grieux’s views, perceptions, and actions are: Manon Lescaut, who appears to represent 

the fatality of passion; Tiberge, who symbolizes the quest for virtue; and Des Grieux’s 

father, who exemplifies the problematization of the loi du père.  Analyzing Des Grieux’s 

relationship with these three personages elucidates the ambiguity of his nature and of the 

novel.   
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