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Abstract

A Recital of Original Compositions
By Zhe Sun

Sea Story, Evening Banquet, Nocturne, and Sunrise are the four movements of a larger program music 
series titled Sea Story. The piece depicts a one-day voyage on the sea, beginning in the afternoon with 
the cozy Sea Story. As the day wanes, the work transitions into the exotic Evening Banquet tango, 
followed by the sleepless deep night in Nocturne. The final movement attempts to convey the experience 
of witnessing a sublime Sunrise. Jasmine Flower is a theme and variation for string quartet with the theme 
borrowed from a Chinese pentatonic-mode folk song, which is traditionally performed by Jiang nan si zhu,  
a typical Chinese ensemble. This modern adaptation using common major and minor modes, as well as 
classic music, gives a refreshing new feeling to a time-honored favorite. Lotus in Spring is composed to 
create a meditative ambience round through the flowing unfolding phrases, lyrical and imitative melodies, 
and the hollow feeling from weakened harmonies, as well as the asynchronous rhythm in different lines. 
Especially, the traditional Chinese string-pluck instrument pipa, together with the wood box and triangle, 
successfully create a meditative, mysterious, and religious feeling. That mysterious quality is precisely 
what Lotus in Spring strives to impart, not only because the lotus is symbolic in Buddhism, but because it 
is supposed to bloom in summer rather than spring.
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     
     
     
     

     
     


    

   
3


  

     

     
 

 
  

 

 

 

           
    

    

   


   

3

 
   

 

  


 


   





  

       




  


               

 
     

   



   


   


  


                               


               

                      
          


 

   
                    



     

   
 
     

     
     

                             

        


 

     

        
                

 


  
 
      

 

 


 
   

                       

           


 


 

     

              
 
 
 
 


     
 
 

             

 


 


       

                       
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









50

mf

very freely

q = 60

56

q = 60

mf

mp

q = 88

59

mp

mf

q = 88

mp mf

    
    
    
    

    
    










        


   

 
pizz.    arco  


   


pizz.     

      

       
arco    


           

 

 

Getting to the evening, getting dark, more people arriving for the cruise.... 

3 7


    


    

   

 
 


   

3

   


3

  
  


3

5

    
arco

  

3

      


 

6 

                 
         

  
   

 
      

      

  
 
 

 
 
        

      
 

      
 

 

         

       
  


              

                       

  
  
 

    
  
     

        
 

 
         

            

            
 

         

  
            





 

   




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









f

q = 140

65

mp mf

mf

f

mf

71

mf

f

end very softly and slow ly in silence.76

f

f

f

f

  




3

3

    
3

  
pizz.

   


    

  
 


   

3

3 3 3


arco    

    
3

 
3







pizz. arco


pizz.



gl
iss
.

gli
ss
.



  
                    

           
            

  
            

            
           

   

      

 
      

  
  

         

    
  


      

               
   

   
                       

 
          

        

            

              

                             
                         

                 
                         

                     

        

            

            



     

 

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









fff

q = 15082

fff

fff

Abruptly

fff
q = 150

fff

89

95

mf




















waves building, more motion

      
3 3

         
3

3

  
 


    





  

 3 3

3 3

  arco            pizz.

3 3

3

3




      
3 3 3

3       


3 3

3 3


       

3 3 3 3 3 3


  

  
 


3 3 3


  


  

 
3 3

  

  
3 3




           

           
           
           




                   
      

                   
      

                               
                           

    
   

       
                

           
         

 
  

   
     

                            
    


             

         

     
    

        
  

  
      

   

 

                   
          

  
    

  

 

                    
                 

                    
            

         
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









mf

106

mf

117

f

128

f

         

           
           
         

arco


  

    

        
     
       

pizz.

  
    

       

       


arco






      

     

            
                      

            
                     

                         

           

               
   

             


                                  

                         







                                          
                               


                             

                       
 
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









mf

136

mf

144

mf

154

f

 
        

          

       






pizz.


pizz.

    
pizz.

 

 
 

  
arco
     

  
arco    

  
pizz.

  




                                       
                                       

         

  

                           

                                     
    


     


     


    

 

                
                

                                           
  

    
                

            

  
    


  

   
          

  
   


   


  

            

         


 


 

     

 



         
             

                     
         

                  

 
  
      

  
        



 

 
 

   
 



 


 
    



   


     


  
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









163

f

f

170

mf

q = 60178

q = 60

  
  
  
  

  
  

    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    
    
    

    
    


          


        

   
 

arco 




     

     
        
     







3 3




3 3

      
      




3 3


     


 

 
             

                   
   

              
              

        
 


   

 
 

                        


     





         

          

             
             

                         

                               
        

                                   

 

      

         


  
    

          
      

         




      

      
  

  
  

    

                     
   

10






from slow to fast

184

from slow to fast









  


   

 
arco 

 

     





               
         

           
     

    
                

                       
 

                 

11








poco accel.

mp

mf

p mf

poco accel.

mp

mp













 

q = 72
evening, sunset, on the deck
Rubato

 

Evening Banquet

  

    
     

 
q = 72

q = 72






3 3

6

 
q = 72

pizz.


 

 
 

  

             
     

        

                      

                








q = 96 poco accel.

6

q = 96
poco accel.


cold wind starts to blow, sky darkens

     


     

 
     


cold wind starts to blow, sky darkens 

                   


pizz.



       
 

                               

                   

                  
    

                       
      

                 


2











q = 120

10

mp

14

3+3+2

3+3+2



gliss.

the banqut starts





   
    


   
   


 

    

       

    
    


                   
 






  
     

  
  
   

  
    

   
 


 

 


 

 


 

    
              

 
 

 
   

 
     


 

 

 
                            

 

                    
  

                       
 

                 

3











q = 120
18

mf

f

f

mf

24

mf

mp f

mp



lights on, lively banqet



 
3 3 5     


      

      
  arco  

 
   


 

 





     5

        


        

 
 3 3

        
  

       
3

 


                       
 
 


 
 


    
     

                           


   

                      
 
                               

                                 
    

 
 
           

 
 

  

 


          

      
                       

                               
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







Energetic, Fierce
q = 132

32

ff

ff

ff

39

   
   

   
   

   
   
   

    
    

    
    

    

    
    


  




     

     
       


             

3 3 3

        pizz.  arco       

  


  pizz.   

  


 


      

       
       


                  

3

  pizz.  arco   pizz.  arco      

         

           
 

   




     





   

 
          

                  

   
        

    

          

 
   

     


                                  

        
            

    

        
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







mf

46

mf

f

mf

mf

rit.50

rit.













 

 
    



                        

  arco           

 



    


   

  
               

         

        
       

                    


                             

                  

                      

                               

                 

                      
                                  
                     

                     

              

      

        

                       
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







q = 9654

mf

mf

q = 96

mf

57

f

f











 
gentle winds

 

  
gentle winds

    

   

   
 


 


   

  

  




  
    

               
     

 
 
  


  

            

      

 
 
               


  

    
 
     

            
       

      
   

  

                 

      
   


   



 
          


  

  

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







60

q = 72

62

p

mf

p

p














 

  









 
leaves the banqet alone, contrast to the lively ambience

Rubato, Sorrowfully accelearte a little

 
  

   

      

 
    
  

     
             

       

       


  
   

          

      


 


         


       
 

 
   

   
    

          

  

 


  

                  

 
     

 

    
  

      
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







q = 96
67

mp

mf

q = 96

73


poco. rit. poco. rit


     


  poco. rit.

      


poco. rit.

      



poco. rit a tempo

poco accel



     




poco. rit a tempo poco. rit a tempo poco accel 

3

       


poco. rit

a tempo poco. rit a tempo poco accel 
       


poco. rit
a tempo

poco. rit a tempo poco accel



     
   

 
    

  
       

  

         
                  

             
      

                 

   
     


  

      
  

     


                   

               

                     

9











q = 10879

f

mf

q = 108

f

f

82


3 3 3



   
   


3 3 3


3 3 3



gliss.

gliss.

3

3


3

 
    


3


3 pizz.

                               
    

   
      



                                            
                             
                 

        

             

 
   


 
    

     
 



       

                  

         
              

  
 
                        

                             
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







q = 15286

f

f

f

91

f

f

  
  

  
  

  
  
  


poco rit.


back to the lively banquet

3  


poco rit.     

     


poco rit.  3


poco rit.     

 poco rit.     





  

     


    
    

      
                  

                    

                          

                         
      

    

                    

                     

                              

                     
    
    

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







96

mp

100



gliss.  

 

 
  

     

 
    
    

 




  


    

   

   


   
   






  
        

  
   

  
     

   
 


 
 


 

 


                      

    
              

 

 

  
   

 
   

 

 

 
                    

                     

              
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




ff

103

ff

ff

ff

 
3

 


3

   


3

 
3

   

 
  

      
       

     
 

       
       

       
          

       
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  

           
       

   
    

    

            
                   

             

                                             
  

  
   

       
   

    
  
    

   

             

   
       

          

  

 
   

 
        

   
    

 





    
     




  

 

 

  
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





mf

80

mf
84

mf

mf










 
 





 

 
 
      

 
  

       
  

       
  

     

         

      
      

    
    

  
   

     
   

     
   


    

    

      

            

        

      
  

    
  

        
   

  
   


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









Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

mp

mp

mp

mp

5

mf

mf

q = 889

mf

mf







Very freely
q = 50

   6

5

Maggie Sun

Jasmine Flower

  3
6

   pizz. 


pizz.

 


5 5 5


arco

  


pizz.







 pizz.




      



       
     

 

          
  

        
                 

   
          

                       

                   

      

        
        

        
         

      

           















14

mf

q =  132
19

mp

mp

f

24

mf mp mf


 

 

 
arco



           

           


  

  pizz.


                  

                
   

      


                       
                       

     
            

    
     

   

                        

                      
  

                        
             

    

                        

        
              

    
                  

  
  
   

        
                

                               
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











mf

28

f

f

mf

33

mf f

mf

38

mp

mf mp

f


  pizz.

         

     

pizz.

              
pizz.











arco      

 arco       

 arco



  

  

 
     

  






 





 


  
 
   

    
    

  
 
  

              

                           
                           

   

 
 
  

    
    

 






 





 

         

    


               

     
      

               
             

 
 
  

 



   
   

                        

     
      

     
       

    

    
    

           
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











42

mf mp mf

mf

46

mf

mf

mf

mf

poco rit.
q = 72

51

mf


                   

                
   

      



 

  
  


 

 

      

    
    

         





  

  
 

        
            

    
                  

  
  
   

        
                

                               

  

  

 
     

 
          


  
       

    
    

  
 
  

     
     

    
   

                    
                                

               
    

  
                  
                   
                   

  

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











56

mf

mf

mp

61

66

 
3

 
3




arco

 
3

  3

 


  

 

 

 arco 

                 
              

                           

   
     

             
        

                     

             
                    

         
          

     

          
         

    
   

      
    

   
      

  
    

   


     
     
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











mf p mf p

Allegro71

mf p

mp

f p f

75

mp f mf

mf mf

q = 12078

mp

mp mf

mf


3



   


pizz.


3




                   

3

   

 


5



   arco

             
 

            


                    

    
             

      
      

        

               

       




    
   

 
 

   
               

       
 
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











mf

81

f mf

mf

mf

f
ff

f

q = 156
84

f ff mp

f ff
mp

ff f

88

mf mp mf

 

 






        

         

 

   pizz.


                  

                
   

      


        


         
    

               

 
       

        
               

                                   
































  

 





   

   

 

  



   

        

                
            

   

            

        
              

    
                  

  
  
   

       
                 

                               
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











92

f

97

mf f

f

102

mp

mf mp

f


  pizz.

         

     

pizz.

              
pizz.










 
arco

      


arco       

 arco



  

   

 
     

  






 





 


  
 
   

    
    

  
 
  

              

                           
                               

 
 
  

    
    

 






 





 

         

    


               

     
      

               
             

   
  

 

      







                        

     
      

     
        

   

    
    

           
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











106

mf mp

rit.
110

espress.

mp

q = 72
q = 60

115

mp

mp

mp


                    

                
   

        




     

5

    


                



arco 

   

 
5

  

    pizz.

  

 


       

           
    

                  
  
  
   

      
                

                               

 
   

     
  

 
 

            


  

  
    

  
  
            

                         

                         

   

      


                          


        
    
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











f

120

124

mp

f

f

128

mp








5 6 6







   

   

 

 
arco

5 5

  
5 5

 
6

6

   

   

  
                        

               
       

        


   


    

   

  
    

       
        

                 

                


  

      
   
       
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











mf

q = 96133

mf

mf

rit.141

mf

mf

149

f

f

f

f mp









  

        

 
pizz.

       


7

  


  

 
 
    

arco

                    
                

             
      

 
                      

             
                      

    
               

                     

    

                        
         

11















155

160

q = 60
163



 

 


pizz.

  
  

   



 


3

  

  

 


                      
  

              

                

                   

                
            
          

           

           

  
 

        

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














mp

q = 58

mp

p mp
q = 58

mp

mp

6

mp

mf

    
    

    
    
    
    

    

    
    

  
  

  
  
  
  

  

  
  


3 3

Lotus in Spring



 

    

 

     

  






 

   



    

       

   

 


         
                

 

                            
    

           

 

              

           

 
  

  
 

 
   

    

  
    

 

    

  
 






           

                     

  
               

              

           
              

                 
 
      

            

                    

 
   

   
   

          
 

  
   

 
       

    
 

      
  
 



















q = 76A13

Tambourine here

q = 76A

mp

mp

23

mp

mf

p

       
       

       
       
       
       

       

       

       

      
      

      
      
      
      

      

      
      




   




   

    

 


   

     

          

  
  

   

  


   

     





   



 

      

   

  
    

                  
 

                 
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                

    

              

    

  


              pizz. arco   arco 


               

  

      

      

      

    

      

  

      




  
3 3

3
3 3 3

3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3
3

3

3 3 3 3 3

3 3

3

                

              

            
                                     

    
 


       
  



   

      
  

 

                                       
     

                                     
 
 




    

 

             

         


 

               

                               

                                               

 
  

   
   

                 
 

          
    


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















mp

75

pp

mf

扫 弦

mf

mf

mp pp

mf

mf mf

q = 72
D

80

mf

q = 72

D

mf

   

  

     



  
3 3


3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3








3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3

3 3 3

3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3




 

     

   


3 3 3


3




 
3 3 3

3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3

3 3 3 3

   


 


 




3
3 3 3

3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3
3

3

3 3

      

     

      
          

             

                             

                
              

 
                 

                  
                    


     

  
    

       
          

     
       

               
  

                    

                   

     
 
                    

         
                                     

                                           
  

    
  


    

   

    


 

 
   

    
    

    
     


    

  

 
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















mp

q = 6887

mf

mf
q = 68

q = 6493

q = 64



    



  



      

  




       

       

       

       

       

       

       


 

 hold the all the fingers

                     

       

                     
               

                     

                 

 
         

             

 
         

 
  



                       


         

  

         

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