407

Glossary of Select Terms

 
 
abhiṣeka (S). 
 The pouring/offering/anointing of a deity or religiously marked object (such as the highest spire of a new temple) with auspicious substances such as milk, yoghurt, honey, ghi, and water.
adhikār (H). Traditional right or privilege.
ākarśaṇ (H). Attraction.
akhand jyoti ( H). Eternal (lit. “unsectioned”) light; in Kedarnath it refers to an oil lamp in the inner sanctum that according to tradition remains continually alight. 
āliṅgan karnā (H). To embrace.
Amarnāth (H). One of the other significant Shaivite shrines in the Indian Himalayas, located in Jammu and Kashmir. The linga there takes the form of natural ice stalagmites that reform each year, and the pilgrimage season is less than two months, typically in July-August.
āratī (H). The offering of light/fire usually in the form of hand-held lamps, often with song, to a deity or other entity of marked ritual attention.
āśīrvāda (S). Blessing, benediction.
āśrama (S). A place of religious striving, often related to a specific guru, sage or community.
Badrī-Kedār Mandir Samiti (H). Badri Kedar Temple Committee, a state governmental organization created in 1939 tasked with the administration of Kedarnath, Badrinath, and numerous other shrines and educational institutions in the Kedarnath and Badrinath areas.
Badrīnāth (H). Abode of Vishnu in the form of Badrivishal, one of the pre-eminent shrines in north India, normally the last of the four shrines of the Uttarakhand Char Dham Yatra to be visited.
Baṁsū area. The Bamsu/Laṁgauṇḍi/Sonitpur area is located directly opposite Ukhimath on the Guptkashi side of the valley. It is perhaps the most central area of the tirth purohit families who work in Kedarnath.
Baṇāsur (H). The rakshasa devotee of Shiva who is the village deity of the Bamsu region.
Bhatuj  (G).  local Kedar valley form of the annakut festival, observed in Kedarnath and several other area temples in August-September, in which the linga is covered by bricks of boiled rice that create a pyramidal shape.
Bhīma (S). One of the Pandava brothers; he is best known for being the strongest and most impulsive of the five Pandavas. 
Bhṛigupatan (Bhṛigutīrtha/Bhṛigutuṁga) (S).  The high/falling place/tirtha of the sage Bhrigu, possibly the place from which devotees may have leaped. 
Bhūkuṇḍ Bhairavnāth (H). The Kedarnath form of the Himalayan deity, lieutenant (and active form of) Shiva who is the guardian of the Kedarnath end-valley.
brahmakamal (H). Brahma lotuses, a type of lotus that is one of the distinct items offered in the Kedarnath (and other high altitude Garhwali) temples; it reportedly only grows about fourteen thousand feet, that is to say several thousand feet above the altitude of the Kedarnath temple.
Cār Dhām (H). “Four abodes” – while in an all India sense this refers to the pilgrimage places of Badrinath, Puri, Rameshvaram, and Dvarka in north India and especially in Uttarakhand it refers to Gangotri, Yamunotri, Kedarnath, and Badrinath.
dakṣiṇā (H). Fee paid to a ritual specialist for services rendered or to a teacher for their instruction.
daldali bhūmi (H). “Marshy ground”, the Hindi translation for Sanskrit word kedāra.
darśan (H). The act of seeing and being seen by the deity (or other entity of marked attention) which comprises one of the fundamental forms of Hindu devotion and practice.
deora (G). A Garhwali version of the more Sanskritic term devra, presumably a contraction of devta-yātrā, this term refers to the pilgrimage processions of Garhwali deities when they leave their villages and, like human Garhwali yatris, embark on pilgrimage within Garhwal accompanied by residents of their village or group of villages.
dev bhūmī  (H). “Land of the gods”, commonly refers in the modern period to Garhwal.
dhandhā ​(H). Occupation.
dharmśāla (H). A pilgrim rest house existing primarily as a service to yatris rather than as a commercial undertaking.
dharm/dharma (H/S). “Tradition”, “religion”, “duty”, “that which upholds.”
ḍolī  (G). The Garhwali word for the palanquin/litter in which deities/the murtis of deities are carried. 

Durgā Pūjā . The festival of the “worship of the Goddess in her form of Durga”; especially prominent in West Bengal, it is when many Bengalis travel to other parts of India on vacation and yatra. 
dvādaś jyotirliṅg (H). The twelve lingas of light, a linked group of approximately twelve Shaivite shrines found in different parts of India. 
Gandhi Sarovar. Also known as Corabari Tāl, it is the small glacial lake several kilometers northwest of Kedarnath that reputedly received a portion of Gandhi’s ashes. 
Gaṅgotrī (H). The pilgrimage place that marks the source of the river Ganga; the second of the Uttarakhand Char Dham.
Gaṛhvāl (G). The region of Uttarakhand in which Kedarnath is located; to the east is the region of Kumaon which is also a part of Uttarakhand. 
Garuḍ Chatti (H). “The way-station of Garuda [eagle vehicle of Vishnu]”; one of the last stops on the path between Gaurikund and Kedarnath before Kedarnath itself; there is a Ramanandi ashram located here. 
Gaurīkuṇḍ (H). The trailhead for Kedarnath and home to Parvati in her form of Gauri; also famous for baths fed by a warm mineral spring.
ghī (H). Clarified butter, an important substance for cooking, medicinal, and ritual usages.
ghī malīś / ghī lepan / ghṛt lepan (H). The massaging/anointing/smearing (of the Kedarnath linga) with ghi.
ghoṛā-paṛāv (H). “Horse halting area”; the area where yatris mount and dismount from the horses and ponies they have ridden up from Gaurikund; on the opposite, western, side of the Mandakini river from Kedarnath proper.
Gorakhnāth (H). One of the most important figures in the history of the Nath tradition, a north Indian Shaivite and primarily renunciant group with a significant presence in medieval and modern Garhwal.

Guptkāśī (H). The town on the western side of the Mandakini river valley directly opposite Ukhimath that functions as the transit gateway and staging point for transportation to Gaurikund. 
Haridvār (H). “Vishnu’s door”, traditionally known as māyāpuri, the pilgrimage place on the banks of the Ganga that lies just below where the Ganga begins to enter the mountains and Rishikesh. 
jāgar (H/G). A genre of Garhwali song in which deities are invoked/awakened and then invited to hear sung narratives of their deeds. 
jyotirliṅga (S). Shiva’s form as a linga of light, traditionally associated with a series of twelve temples (the exact list is variable) found in different parts of India. Kedarnath is a jyotirlinga. 
Kālamukha (S). One of the early (first millennium CE) social formations in the history of Shaivism, based in Karnataka. 
Kalpanāth / Kalpeśvar. The fifth of the five (panch) Kedar, a series of five Shaivite shrines found in the Rudraprayag and Chamoli districts of Garhwal. Kedarnath is the most well known of the five. 
Kāpālika (S). Another early Shaivite group often associated with antinomian practices; iconographically often depicted with a human skull as a begging bowl.
Kashmir Shaivism. A tantric, sometimes non-dualist and often Brahmanical form of Shaivite thought that arose in Kashmir around the ninth century CE in conversation with Shaiva Siddhanta.
kathā (H). “Story”; depending on usage this term mean simply “a story, a narrative” or it may refer to the public narration and exposition of texts such as the Puranas and the Ramayana. 
kedāra (S). “Marshy soil”; joined with –nāth to create Kedarnath, “the lord of the marshy soil” / the place of Kedarnath / Kedarnath-Shiva.
Kedārakalpa (S). A tantric Sanskrit text about the especial power of the Garhwal region.
Kedārakhaṇḍa (Ukkh) (S). An upapuranic Sanskrit text about the region of Garhwal that describes itself as the identically named first section of the Skanda Purana.
kuṇḍ (H).  “Basin, pool, tank” – in the context of Kedarnath a kund  is an auspicious pool of water housed in a stone base of human construction.
Lamgauṇḍī (H/G). See Bamsu.
liṅga  (S). The columnal form that constitutes the symbolic/indexical presence of Shiva in a specific location.
maṭh (H). A religious establishment and/or residence of a religious community.

Madmaheśvar (H). The second of the Panch Kedar shrines, located directly north of Ukhimath. Ukhimath itself lies in Madmaheshvar’s “area”.
mahāpatha (S).  “Great road”, the road in the Himalayas, beginning near Kedarnath, that is the passage to heaven on which the Pandavas famously embarked.
melā (H/G). “A fair”; in Garhwal a mela is usually also an occasion on which local deities are invoked, emerge from the temple, and dance and are danced in view of the public.
mūrti (H).  Images/image-forms, often of deities, that receive pūjā. 
Nāth (H). A medieval and modern north Indian Shaivite group comprised primarily, but not exclusively, of renunciants, tracing its lineage back to the legendary teacher and sage Matsyendranath.
Pāśupata (S) “Lord of creatures”; one of the earliest Shaivite groups, the Pashupatas appear to have been devoted to Shiva in his (somewhat mysterious) identity of the Lord of Creatures and to have worshipped him in his linga form.
pahāṛī (H). “Of the mountains”; the general designation in Hindi for the ethnic groups and cultures found in the Himalayan areas of northern Indian. 
Paṇḍav Nṛtya (H/G). “The dance of the Pandavas” ; the Garhwali performance tradition in which specific villages sponsor a month-long performance in song and dance of the story of the Garhwali Mahabharata.
pārthiva (S). A form constructed for the worship of Shiva that is in some way made from earthen material.
Phegu (Phegu Devī) (H/G) . One of the most important forms of Devi located in the Kedarnath valley, found in the Bamsu area.
piṇḍādāna (S). The act of ritually nourishing ancestors through the creation and offering of small balls or cakes made from food substances such as rice and wheat flour. 
prasāda (S). Materials, objects, and substances that have been offered to a deity or other entity of marked significance and received back as a form of blessed remnant.
pūjā (H). The act of offering to, propitiating, worshipping, and venerating deities or other entities of marked religious significance.
pūjāri (H). One who carries out puja; typically (in the Kedarnath valley context) this indicates someone whose designated role is the daily worship of the deities in a temple whether or not there are any specific human patrons who which to offer individual or family pūjā. 
rākṣas (H). Demon, evil spirit.
retas (S/H). Stream, mercury/quicksilver, semen (especially of Shiva); a powerful fluid of alchemical significance.
Rishikesh. Just north of Haridwar, Rishikesh is a small city on the banks of the Ganga that functions as the most common point of departure for the Uttarakhand Char Dham Yatra. 
Rudranāth (H). The fourth of the Panch Kedar. 
Rudraprayāg (H). The administrative center of the Rudraprayag district in Uttarakhand in which Kedarnath is located. The district of Rudraprayag did not exist prior to 2000 when Uttarakhand became its own state; it was created out of the Tehri and Chamoli districts. 
sākṣāt darśan (H). The sight of the real, true form of the divine with one’s own eyes. 
samādhi (H). Particularly advanced or final stage of meditation, the place where the body of a saint or hero has passed away through cremation, burial, or entombment. 
sarūpatā (S). The condition of having attained the same form as a deity, often mentioned in puranic literature as something that happens in a tirtha. 
sevā (H/S). “Service”; the semantic range of this term in Hindi includes worship and other forms of altruistic practice such as volunteering or the caretaking of elders. 
Śaiva Siddhānta. A system of Shaivite thought and practice and an institutional network once found all over the Indian subcontinent; in the modern period it is found primarily in South India.

śrāddha (S). Part of the complex of practices that make up funerary rites and rites of remembrance and worship for deceased parents and ancestors.
svargārohaṇa ​(S). “Ascent to heaven”, most famously the ascent of the Pandavas to heaven after their journey through the Himalayas.
svarūpa (S). “One’s own form”, the final, most real form of a thing; the concept sometimes functions as a key philosophical/theological term for describing the nature and form of a deity. 
tantra (S). At the most general level, this term refers to the substratum of thought and practice in South Asia dedicated to self-perfection and interaction with entities of power with and through the body; it may often involve the worship of forms of the Goddess and Bhairava.
tapas/tapasya (S). “Heat” – often translated as “inner heat”, this refers to a wide range of practices (often described as ascetic) through which inner heat may be generated. Once generated to a sufficient degree, it is often the key to power and/or divine favor. 
tarpaṇa (S). The satisfying, literally “pleasing” of ancestors, especially through the offerings of water. 
Tehrī Gaṛhvāl (H/G). The eastern section of Garhwal that remained in Garhwali hands during the period of British rule in Garhwal and Kumaon. 
tīrth purohit (H). Pilgrimage priest; someone whose role as a priest is bound by tradition to a particular pilgrimage place and whose patrons are primarily those who come on yatra to that place.
tīrtha (S). “A place of crossing” – a pilgrimage place, a place of significance and power where a particular deity is especially present and which possess especial power to purify, heal, efficaciously grant requests, and sometimes to function as the location for ancestor worship.
Triyūgi Nārāyaṇ (H/G). “Narayan of the three ages”; one of the most important shrines in the Kedarnath valley and one of the closest. It is located just south of Gaurikund in a side valley above Sonprayag to the west. 
Tuṁgnāth (H). The third of the Panch Kedar, located just east of Ukhimath on the way to Badrinath via Gopeshvar.
Udak Kuṇḍ. “Water pool”; yatris are often told in Kedarnath that drinking the water of this pool means that they will not be reborn.
Ukhīmaṭh (H). Also known as Uṣamaṭh (the residence of Usha, daughter of Banasur) and Kedar Peeth (by the Virashaivas), Ukhimath is the administrative center of what is known as “Ukhimath block”, one of several subdivisions of Rudraprayag district. While not on the actual road to Kedarnath, Ukhimath is the administrative center of the Kedarnath valley system. It houses the local court, jail, property records, and is the Kedarnath valley center for the Badri Kedar Temple Committee and for the Kedarnath-Ukhimath Virashaiva community. 
Vāsuki Tāl (H). The lake of Vasuki, king of the serpents, found about six kilometers west of Kedarnath.
ved-pāṭhi (H). “Reciter of the Vedas”; these are Brahmans employed by the Badri Kedar Samiti who perform puja for yatris who have purchased a ticked for a specific puja from the Samiti office next to the temple. 
Vīraśaiva (S). One of the main terms (the other being liṅgāyat) that, beginning around the fourteenth century CE, refers to a Shaivite group based in Karnataka.
Vīraśaiva jaṅgama jāti (S) – The pujari of Kedarnath is, by tradition, from the jangama Virashaiva caste.
Rāval (H/G). In Garhwal rawal is typically the title of someone who bears the chief religious authority for a particular community, village, or set of villages. In a larger historical sense it may refer to a Shaivite advisor to a king. In the case of Kedarnath, the rawal refers to the Virashaiva leader (one of five jagatgurus, each associated with one of the five mathas of the Virashaivas) who, in the Virashaiva framework, is in charge of Kedarnath and who is himself understood by some to be a walking form of Kedarnath.
yajamān/jajmān (H). One who requests/sponsors a puja or sacrifice, or other service typically rendered by a Brahman. 
Yamūnotrī. The source of the river/goddess Yamuna and typically the first visited of the four sites of the Uttarakhand Char Dham Yatra. 
yātrā (H). Often translated as pilgrimage, in Hindi this polysemic term covers many forms of religious travel, journey, and tourism. 
yātrī (H). One who is on yatra. 
Yudhiśhtira (S). The oldest of the five Pandavas, known to be especially praiseworthy in his knowledge and practice of dharma. 
� “S” designates a Sanskrit form, “H” and “G” likewise for Hindi and Garhwali.





