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Abstract	  

Senior	  Honors	  Euphonium	  Recital	  
By	  Rohin	  Aggarwal	  

On	  Saturday,	  March	  19th,	  2016	  at	  2:00pm,	  I	  performed	  a	  full	  solo	  recital	  accompanied	  by	  Dr.	  
Elena	  Cholakova	  on	  piano.	  In	  total,	  the	  recital	  consisted	  of	  approximately	  an	  hour	  of	  music.	  	  My	  
program	  consisted	  of	  the	  following	  pieces:	  

• Sonata	  in	  F-‐minor	  by	  Georg	  Telemann	  
o I.	  Triste	  
o II.	  Allegro	  
o III.	  Andante	  
o IV.	  Vivace	  

• Symphonic	  Variants	  by	  James	  Curnow	  
• Sonata	  “Vox	  Gabrieli”	  by	  Stjepan	  Sulek	  
• Night	  Song	  by	  Ron	  Nelson	  
• Concerto	  for	  Euphonium	  by	  Philip	  Wilby	  

o II.	  Dance:	  Zeibékikos	  
	  
The	  recital	  took	  place	  in	  Emerson	  Concert	  Hall	  of	  the	  Schwartz	  Center	  for	  Performing	  Arts.	  
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PROGRAM

sonata in F minor (1729) Georg philipp telemann 
i. Triste (1681–1767)
ii. Allegro
iii. Andante
iv. Vivace

symphonic variants (1984) James curnow
 (b. 1943)

InteRMIssIOn

sonata “vox Gabrieli” (1973) stjepan sulek
 (1914–1986)

Night Song (1995) ron nelson
 (b. 1929)

concerto for euphonium (1996) philip Wilby
ii. Dance: Zeibékikos (b. 1949)

 

this recital is supported in part by a grant from the Friends of music at emory.
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PROGRAM nOtes

sonata in f minor (1729)
Before becoming a prominent composer in Germany during the Baroque era, 
Georg philipp telemann was already a child prodigy and had taught himself 
how to play several instruments, including the flute, oboe, violin, double bass, 
and many others. credited by the Guinness Book of World Records as being 
history’s most prolific composer, telemann wrote more than three thousand 
compositions. While today telemann is best known as a composer, he was 
also a musical theorist, a poet, a novelist, and the author of three separate 
autobiographies.

his sonata in F minor was originally written for the bassoon and continuo 
(a keyboard and bass instrument accompaniment) but was later transcribed for 
several other tenor-range instruments, including the trombone and euphonium. 
as the name suggests, the first movement, entitled Triste, contains a slow and 
mournful melody; the second movement, Allegro, contrasts this with a more 
energetic and ornamented melody based on that from the first movement. the 
third movement is slow and expressive, transitioning into the fourth and final 
movement, which ornaments the original motive in a quick and lively fashion. 
as this is the only piece on the program written before the twentieth century, 
there is sure to be a sense of familiarity in the sonata in F minor that listeners 
may not find throughout the rest of the recital.

symphonic Variants (1984)
James curnow may not have the same claim to fame as Georg philipp 
telemann in many music circles today, but he is definitely well-known in that 
of wind instrumentalists. an american-born composer and euphonium player, 
curnow received his formal musical training at Wayne state university (Detroit, 
michigan) and at michigan state university (east lansing, michigan), where he 
studied euphonium performance and conducting. he has been commissioned 
to write more than two hundred works for concert band, brass band, orchestra, 
choir, and a variety of vocal and instrumental chamber ensembles. among his 
most recent honors are inclusion in Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in the 
South and Southwest, and composer of the year (1997), an honor bestowed 
by the national music teachers association.

the tokyo symphony orchestra commissioned symphonic variants for 
euphonium and orchestra, and curnow later wrote a transcription of the piece 
for euphonium and wind band. upon its completion, symphonic variants was 
revered as one of the most technically and artistically difficult pieces written 
for the instrument. the piece features the vast pitch range of the euphonium, 
along with its versatility and ability to produce a variety of tone colors. it can be 
argued that symphonic variants has played a crucial role in the emergence of 
the euphonium as a key member of the wind instrument family.
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sonata “Vox gabrieli” (1973)
Born in modern-day croatia, stjepan sulek was a composer, conductor, 
violinist, and music teacher during the twentieth century. he received his 
diploma from the Zagreb academy of music and began teaching violin at the 
Zagreb conservatory in 1939, composition in 1948, and orchestration in 1953. 
in 1945, his works began to be played worldwide, and in 1948 he became a 
member of the croatian academy of arts and sciences, as well as a member of 
Department of music for the academy in 1954.

originally written for the trombone, the sonata “vox Gabrieli” was 
commissioned by the international trombone association and became a world 
best seller upon its publication in 1973. the title literally means “voice of 
Gabriel,” referring to the archangel who has been depicted biblically as the 
angel of death, the prince of fire and thunder, and the messenger of God. 
sulek portrayed these various depictions of Gabriel through his sonata, which 
contains music that is sometimes peaceful and at other times very forceful, 
giving the illusion of despair and uneasiness.

night song (1995)
ron nelson studied composition at the eastman school of music (rochester, 
new york), one of the most highly respected professional schools of music in the 
united states. he studied with many top composition teachers and composers 
of his time and went on to further his studies at the paris conservatory under a 
Fulbright Grant. nelson began teaching at Brown university in 1956 and retired 
from there as professor emeritus in 1993. one of his most famous compositions 
is his Passacaglia (homage on B–a–c–h), which was the first piece to win all 
three wind band composition prizes in one period.

Night Song is not among nelson’s most famous works, but this does not 
reflect on the quality of the piece. Written as a tribute to one of his composition 
teachers, howard hanson, Night Song contains a truly romantic and melodic 
sound that begins in a soft manner before escalating to a dramatic, high-range 
climax, which eventually dissolves into silence at the end. through its soothing 
and mellow texture, the piece showcases the lyrical and dynamic abilities of 
the euphonium. 

Concerto for Euphonium (1996)
British composer philip Wilby was a violinist in the national youth orchestra 
of Great Britain before pursuing compositional studies at keble college at the 
university of oxford. he joined the staff at leeds university at the invitation of 
alexander Goehr in 1972. Wilby’s teaching activities have taken him to Dartington 
and canford summer schools; Bavaria, norway; and the united states.

completed on new year’s eve 1995, Wilby’s concerto has already established 
itself as one of, if not the, greatest concerto for the instrument written so far. its 
extended length seeks to explore that fine combination of sustained lyricism and 
explosive virtuosity. the second movement, a Greek dance entitled Zeibékikos, 
is characterized by fast, technical passages, two-octave glissandos, fierce grace 
notes, and rapid meter changes. By far one of the most enjoyable euphonium 
pieces to witness and perform, Zeibékikos ends with a surprising finish.
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